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Introduction by the team of NoPhotoZone:

This March 2023, marks the 12th year of the Syrian conflict, which started in 2011, 
taking the shape of peaceful and non-violent protests, demonstrations and civic 
actions to demand freedom and democracy.

In few months it turned to be armed conflict that has been escalating day by day, 
taking the description of both international and non-international armed conflict, 
with multiple kinds of political and military intervention by many regional and inter-
national states and parties.

It is one of the most difficult and complicated conflicts in the world, causing one 
of the hugest humanitarian crisis globally. Multiple violations have been committing 
by several parties, millions of people are subjected to different and intersection of 
abuses, and Syrians are losing not only their lives, freedom and homes, but also any 
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hope in political transition or sufficient justice, with great extent of frustration, pessimism and letting down.
Arbitrary detention, torture, forcibly disappearance, summary execution and unfair trails are among the most 

complicated files in this conflict, that cause suffering to tens of thousands of families who live in continuing trau-
ma, uncertainty and fears about the fate, situation and whereabouts of their beloved ones, with very limited access 
to truth and justice.

NoPhotoZone is among hundreds of Syrian organizations and entities that non-stop seek to help and support as 
much as victims, specifically the victims of arbitrary detention, forcibly disappearance and all related violations.

Since 2018, NoPhotoZone support detainees, disappeared and their families, by providing the necessary legal 
support and legal empowerment in 3 countries, Syria, Lebanon and Turkey.

Working in those countries is very challenging to us, we the team of NoPhotoZone, for the difficult situation 
and circumstances in those countries, as well as due to that we are located in 5 countries, and what it has of 
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time zone difference and connections’ problems.
With all challenges, we are proud of all our achievements throughout years of hard working, lessons 

learned, more experience and credibility.
Besides hundreds of legal services to hundreds of stakeholders, we also implemented many projects on 

psycho-social support, art therapy, advocacy, capacity building, awareness sessions, musical projects and 
creating VoiceUp Families association and Qarar band.

NoPhotoZone is registered in France in 2019 and in Turkey as (MIZAN) in 2021.
NoPhotoZone is a women led organization, targets at the first stage women victims, and works from the 

perspectives of women’s rights and gender equality.
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Mission and Vision:

Mission:
Access to justice in the file of detainees and forcibly disappeared, 

hold perpetrators accountable, and ensure legal, psychological, 
social, medical, educational and economic fair living conditions 
for the families and surviving detainees. This is done through our 
manners of supports for disappeared or detainee him-herself and 
his-her family, in terms of taking care of all its requirements, and 
for all its members, in a way that helps to achieve an effective deal 
with the reality of missing one or more persons in the family.

Vision:
There is no doubt that the file of detainees and forcibly disap-

peared persons represents one of the most complex and ambigu-
ous files of the Syrian crisis. Closing this file may not be at the same 
level of closing other files related to the Syrian crisis, because of 
its complexity, and the hugeness of responsibilities and violations 
that may result from it, at both individual and institutional levels. 
This causes many to procrastinate, postpone, or sometimes even 
overlook it. While in 

fact it represents one of the most important humanitarian files in 
the twenty-first century. It is about knowing the fate and where-
abouts of tens of thousands of victims, and the circumstances of 
each individual case. In addition to the complexity of the human-
itarian issues, outstanding rights related to families, and a lot of 
postponed issues, which may emerge out of it.
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Not only has the conflict affected women in 
Syria, but the biggest and essential problem is 
the masculine community and mentality that 
women live among.

We mostly target women who are subjected 
to multi levels and kinds of violations beside 
stigma.

Empowering women is not only affecting the 
main women who are targeted with activities 
and trainings or any other actions, but it is 
like a snow ball that becomes bigger and big-
ger, as this empowerment will be transformed 
to other circles of women, families, friends, 
co-workers or neighbors.

This is the main approach of NoPhotoZone is 
to build circles of targeted women to create a 
society that support, defend and evolve wom-
en rights.

All the projects, purposes, approaches, ac-
tivities and strategies which are planned and 
implemented by NoPhotoZone come from 
women and gender equality perspectives.

Women and Gender perspective, development 
of our policies:
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NoPhotoZone is targeting all the victims of the conflict, no matter what are their regions, social and cultural 
background, religious beliefs and sexual identities and orientations.

NoPhotoZone is developing its policy annually to be progressive as much as possible.
NoPhotoZone is keeping the representation of women in the team and volunteers no less than 60%, with 80% 

for the managements and 90% for the stakeholders.
NoPhotoZone recently added to its recruitment policy a priority to people with disabilities.
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VoiceUp Families Association:

NoPhotoZone believes in the main role of victims-survivals and families in leading their struggle and advocacy 
against arbitrary detention, forcibly disappearance, torture and unfair trails.

Empowering, supporting, and following the victims-survivals and families is the main mission of NoPhotoZone.
Revealing the truth and achieving justice from their own point of view is what NoPhotoZone always seeks to do.
In this context NoPhotoZone launched VoiceUp Families association in March 2022 which is a family association 

of 100 Syrian women refugees in Lebanon who are former detainees and relatives to detainees and disappeared.
The situation for Syrian refugees in Lebanon is very challenging, especially for women, that’s why the approach 

of the family association gives the priority to this fact, taking into account the necessity of rehabilitation.
Since the launching of VoiceUp Families association, NoPhotoZone is doing several trainings on related topics, 

capacity building, legal empowerment and psychological support.
In 2023, NoPhotoZone along with the members of the family association are preparing the structure and strate-

gy of the family association.
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Qarar Band:

Qarar band: which is a musical band of 8 youth, girls and boys who are Syrian refugees in Lebanon, and half of 
them have a disappeared father since 2014.

NoPhotoZone has been supporting those youth for many years on many educational, financial, logistic, human 
rights and gender equality perspectives, and helped them to establish their band to use art and music to reflect 
their thoughts and feelings. It is a very unique approach to reflect human rights by music, magnificent empow-
erment to youth who became a part of NoPhotoZone family and essential partner. Watching and listening to the 
performance of the band is very inspiring, optimistic and encouraging.
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Brief on projects and stakeholders:

# Project Name
 Numbers of Beneficiaries

Years
Total Female Male

1  Legal Assistant and Legal Empowerment and advocacy for
detainees and their families and families of disappeared

Persons )798( 637 161 2020

Persons )1052( 812 240 2021

Persons )519( 359 160 2022

2 Gender Sensitive Transitional Justice Persons )11( female above 18 )11( 0 2020

3 Legal Empowerment for Families of missing persons in Bekaa Persons )50( female above 18 )49( Male above 18 1 2020

4  Justice and Human Rights and Capacity Building for the families
)of the detainees and subjective to Enforced Disappearance (Youth Persons 110  above 18,(32) under )58(

18
 above 18/ (18) )2(

under 18 2020

5
 Helping the families of detainees and enforced disappeared
 during COVID-19 through awareness and the provision of

hygiene essentials
Families )150(  above 18, 167 under )236(

18
 above 18, )185(
(227) under 18 2020

6
Empowerment of Women and girls from the families of detain-

 ees and forcibly disappeared persons in Bekaa on human rights,
women rights and media use as influencers in their communities

Persons )45( above 18 )45( 0 2021

7  Preliminary Research to Understand Challenges facing women
.and girls of missing persons and female survivors persons )35( above 18 )35( 0 2022

8  support the psychosocial well-being of the organization’s staff,
Art therapy and musical Performance Persons )36( above 18 )25( above 18 )11( 2022

9  Safeguarding Housing, Land and Property rights of Syrian
refugees and internally displaced persons in Syria Persons )21( above 18 )21( 0 2022
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Products

#  Title of Product Type of Product Year

1 )Dream -Theater Play by youth  (two performance Bekaa and Beirut Theater Performance 2020

2  Dream - Short Movie  Short Movie 2020

3 A Scream for Help - Detainees Status under Corona Virus pandemic  Campaign 2020

4  Tazamon  Movie 2020

5  Campaign on Fair Trials  Campaign  

6  Syrian Law however - book about the legal framework of detention according to Local Laws in
 Syria Book 2020

7 Campaign - Against death Penalty  Campaign 2021

8  Yes to Justice no for revenge  Movie 2021

9  Females returnees Artistic and literal book 2021

10 Manual  for trainers who deal with families of missing persons Manual 2021

11 Campaign on Impact of Arrest on Women and Children  Campaign 2022

12 Campaign on Impact of Arrest on Women and Children  Movie 2022

13  Campaign on Housing, Landing and propriety rights of Detainees, forcibly disappeared and female
)relatives who are refugees in Lebanon (Podcasts, Motions graphics  Campaign 2022

14 Remember me” Song with video clip in cooperation with the singer Ahmad Kaabour“  video clip 2022

15 Study on the reasons that prevent families from reporting missing women Study 2022

16  Analytical Study on Housing, Landing and propriety rights of Detainees, forcibly disappeared and
 female relative who are refugees in Lebanon Study 2022
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Partnerships and 
Collaboration:

Consortium with VoiceUp families 
association and Qarar Band:
Capacity building for the association 
and the band. 
Reflecting human rights through 
music and art.
Psychosocial support. 
Establishing the structure and the 
strategy of the family association. 
Advocacy.
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Diakonia:
-	 Series of Legal trainings to the members of 

VoiceUp families association (100 women) on Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law.
-	 ToT for the team members of NoPhotoZone 

on International Human Rights Law and International 
Humanitarian Law.

Lebanese Center for Human 
Rights:
-	 Exchange referring cases of women refugees in 

Lebanon for Legal support and psychosocial support.

Umam Documentation and re-
search: 
-	 The video clip “Remember me” and the event 

of launching the family association in Beirut. 

Caesar Family Association: 
-	 Cases of women to identify the photos of their 

detainees among Caesar photos and to get identifica-
tion and approval documents for the families.
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Safa: (Qarar Band- Bekaa)
As a daughter of forcibly disappeared, NoPhoto-

Zone enabled me to get the necessary information and 
knowledge on detention and forcibly disappearance in 
Syria, and helped to shape my talents to invest them in 
advocating and raising awareness about these issues in 
Syria.

NoPhotoZone has been providing me all logistical, 
emotional and social support to establish Qarar band 
with my sister, brothers and friends.

Wassim: (Qarar Band- Bekaa)
NoPhotoZone has been supporting us as founders of 

Qarar band for years, it was the basic resource that 
helped us step by step to establish Qarar band.

NoPhotoZone is providing us all the needed skills 
and capacity building. We are changing, develop-
ing and dealing with lot of challenges in better 
ways because of the Support of NoPhotoZone.

Malak: (Istanbul)
As a former detainee, a wife of disap-

peared, and I had the suffering of de-
tention with many members of my 
family, I have lot of problems relat-
ed to identification documents and 

personal statues issues. NoPhotoZone is helping and 
supporting me and my family to get all the needed doc-
uments and solve our personal status problems.

Before knowing NoPhotoZone in Istanbul, I thought it 
was impossible to get those documents and solve those 
problems, but now I am very relieved and more confident. 
NoPhotoZone has a great team and great credibility.

Marwan: (Istanbul)
NoPhotoZone Has empowered us and raised our 

awareness and attention to lot of important legal and 
human rights issues especially that relates to courts, 

Quotes from some stakeholders:



|  Nophotozone Portfolio | 2020 - 2021 - 2022

16

fair trials, detention centers and local and international 
mechanisms to search and report our detainees and disap-
peared beloved ones.

Kafa: (North Lebanon)
We have been dealing with NoPhotoZone for several years, 

the team is very responsive and responsible, they are always 
available, and the legal assistance and empowerment ses-
sions are very useful to us, the psychological sessions as well.

They always answer our questions and provide us with the 
needed information. We have been suffering for years as Syr-
ian refugees in Lebanon, and NoPhotoZone always design its 
projects from the perspectives of our needs and demands.

Ghania: (North Lebanon)
As victims of detention and disappearance, we 

have a huge suffering, we need empathy 
and sympathy, which we found with No-

PhotoZone team a non-stop support for us.
All the activities that we did with NoPhotoZone 

were very useful, they helped us a lot to deal with 
our daily suffering, traumas and challenges.

Rafiqa: (Bekaa)
NoPhotoZone referred us and connect us with 

the correct international bodies to document 
our detained, missing and disappeared beloved 
ones. The intellectual activities were very useful, 
we got the needed legal knowledge to defend 
and regain our rights. The team always follows 
up with us on regular basis. The art therapy was 
a great activity.

We know now that step by step we will contin-
ue our fight to get the truth and justice.

Yasmin: (Bekaa)
NoPhotoZone for me is the safe space that gath-

ered us, helped and supported us, I feel we as wom-
en got all the power and confidence we need to 
keep going on in our struggle for freedom, and for 
advocacy on our civic and political rights and the 
rights of our detained and disappeared relatives.

NoPhotoZone is our representative and voice 
in international forums, I just feel that I am a 
member in Nophotozone’s family, and all the 
women that I know feel the same.



|  Nophotozone Portfolio | 2020 - 2021 - 2022

Conclusion:
As conclusion NoPhotoZone team is 

very grateful to all partners, stakehold-
ers, funders and private donors.
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